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Record of Conversation between the 
Secretary of State and Mr* Bosk at 
the Palais des Nations. Geneva, an 
. March 27. 1962. 


I talked to Mr. Rusk about Laos 
and asked him whether he felt that the 
Halted States could employ sanctions 
against Phoumi. He said he was very 
reluctant to contemplate this, as it 
would mean depriving an anti-Communist 
l**i**«rtk **- force of its weapons and leaving the 

1 4 ^^, _ 2 country open to invasion by the Pathet 

Lao supported by Viet Mlnh. The 
Russians refused to give any assurance 
that the Pathet Lao could be held back 
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If sanctions were applied to Phoumi. 

He had been wondering whether Phouma 
could be made Prime Minister In two 
stages. First of all he would take 
over from the existing Prime Minister, 
he would then reconstruct his Government. 
Mr. Rusk doubted, and I said I did too, 
whether such a solution could be acceptable 
to the Ring or to the Russians* He would 
see Mr* Harrlman when he returned to 
Washington and would keep in close touch 
with us* 
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